Gaza situation update: 6 February 2024

e According to the latest UN OCHA Update?, as at 6 February 2024 the following statistics are
updated:

e (asualties: according to the Ministry of Health in Gaza, at least 27,478 Palestinians
have been killed and 65,835 Palestinians injured.

o Internal displacement: As of 3 February, UNRWA estimates that 75% of Gaza’s 2.3
million people, more than half of whom are children, are displaced. Intense fighting
around Khan Younis is driving thousands of people into Rafah.

e On 5 February, the Israeli military re-announced evacuation orders that were first
issued on 23 and 29 January for residents of areas in Khan Younis and Gaza. 67%
of the Gaza strip, home to 1.78 million Palestinians, is now under evacuation
orders. It is estimated that Rafah is hosting over half of Gaza’s population and 5
times its population prior to 7 October. As of 3 February, UNRWA reported that at
least 282 incidents have impacted its facilities sheltering displaced families. As a
result, at least 377 IDPs taking refuge in UNRWA shelters (including schools) have
been killed and 1,365 injured.

e Destruction: It is now estimated that the amount of debris generated by the
destruction of residential housing units will take over four years to remove.

e Hospitals: The influx of IDPs to Rafah has overwhelmed hospital capacities.

e Water and sanitation: 2.25 million people need WASH (water and sanitation)
assistance. The public health risks of flooding are being compounded by fuel
shortage, acute scarcity of vital hygiene materials and substandard sanitation
infrastructure.

e Humanitarian aid: In January, 56% of humanitarian aid missions planned for
northern Gaza and 25% of missions planned for the middle area were denied access
by the Israeli authorities. There have been 5 reports of shooting on people gathering
to receive humanitarian aid.

e  West Bank: 373 Palestinians have been killed, including 95 children, and 4415
Palestinians, including 670 children, have been injured. Since 7 October OCHA
has recorded 506 settler attacks against Palestinians.

o It has emerged that Israel conducted an airstrike on a health facility in Al Mawasi on 18 January
2024, the geocoordinates of which the Israeli authorities had confirmed in December 2023 they
had logged as a humanitarian base and de-conflicted (marked it as a protected sensitive and
humanitarian site).? The residential compound housed medical teams from IRC and Medical
Aid for Palestine (“MAP”). Four British doctors were injured in the airstrike. According to IRC
and MAP, an independent assessment by the UN concluded that the airstrike most likely
involved a GBU32 (MK&83) missile package, which only the Israeli military has access to in
Gaza. It is believed that the missile package was launched using an F-16 combat aircraft, which
has components manufactured in and exported from the UK. As a result of the attack, the
medical team was forced to suspend its work at Nasser Hospital and on 26 January 2024 MSF
reported that the hospital can no longer provide vital medical services.

e On 31 January 2024, a U.S. court issued a judgment in a case against the U.S. President and
the Secretaries of Defense and State, stating that the evidence provided to it concurred with the
recent ruling of the ICJ that the current treatment of the Palestinians in the Gaza Strip by the
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Israeli military may plausibly constitute a genocide. The Court found that it did not have
jurisdiction to order the Defendants not to provide further support to Israel, but implored the
Defendants to “examine the results of their unflagging support of the military siege against the
Palestinians in Gaza”.*
e UN and international bodies have made further statements condemning the situation in Gaza:
e Warnings as to the catastrophic effect on civilians of several nations defunding
UNRWA;® and
e The Lemkin Institute for Genocide Prevention condemned the defunding which it says
represents “a shift by several countries from potential complicity in genocide to direct
involvement in engineered famine”, putting those states directly in violation of the
Genocide Convention.®
¢ Following the further evacuation orders, thousands of people have fled to Rafah on the southern
border with Egypt, where at least 1.4 million people, more than half of Gaza’s population, are
now sheltering.” The humanitarian situation is further deteriorating.® Airstrikes on Rafah have
intensified, ahead of an anticipated ground assault.® Israel has signified its intent to intensify
airstrikes in Rafah to a similar scale and intensity to its operations in other cities in Gaza which
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have been flattened.’®> UNOCHA has warned that “everything possible” must be done to avoid
an Israeli ground invasion on Rafah as it could lead to a “large scale loss of civilian lives”.**

e Destruction on a mass scale continues to escalate, with over 70% of civilian infrastructure
including homes, hospitals, schools, water, and sanitation facilities now destroyed or severely
damaged.*? More than 200 buildings of cultural and historical significance have been reduced
to rubble.’® Further evidence emerged, including Israeli admissions, confirming Israel is
creating a security “buffer zone” at the border.*

o There have been further reports of unarmed civilians killed by the IDF, including aid workers
and a man carrying a white flag.®

e Israeli officials and members of the IDF continue to make statements of intent relevant to the
UK government’s assessment of Israel’s compliance with international law.®
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