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I am pleased to introduce GLAN’s impact report for the financial year 
2024 - 2025. 

Through targeted legal action, we shone a light on how state complicity, corporate power 
and geopolitical interests intersect to undermine human rights. Working alongside dedicated 
partners, our legal case in the UK helped secure the suspension of around 30 arms export 
licences to Israel, we have forced governments to defend their climate inaction before 
international courts and helped establish a powerful precedent linking forced labour in supply 
chains to criminal liability under UK law. Each of these interventions struck at the heart of 
entrenched systems that rely on opacity and barriers to the pursuit of justice across borders. 

We expanded our open-source investigations work, turning digital evidence on war crimes 
committed in Palestine and Ukraine, collected in real time, into credible material for 
accountability. We pushed governments and companies to answer for their actions — not just 
in statements, but in courtrooms. And we did this while strengthening alliances with individuals 
and communities fighting injustice, civil society organisations, and legal practitioners who refuse 
to accept that power is beyond the reach of the law.

GLAN was founded on the belief that legal strategies can disrupt the status quo and help to 
erode the systems of oppression that keep us disconnected and keep power in the hands of 
the few. This past year has reaffirmed that belief. We have shown that even the most powerful 
actors can be challenged, and that coordinated, strategic litigation can shift narratives, reveal 
truths, and open exciting new legal avenues. 

In the last year I have found hope in the work our team has been forging ahead with despite 
the challenges we are all facing. The persistence of the growing network of activists and 
people across the world we work with has been humbling and inspiring; as the GLAN team has 
continued to support efforts to tackle damaging exploitation and extraction by multi-nationals 
driven by short-term profit.

Our work helps us see behind the curtain of governments and big corporations, the façade of 
climate and human rights commitments and continuing impunity they enjoy. Nowhere has this 
been more obvious than in the catastrophic situation faced by the people of Palestine. Their 
story tells us what happens when the rule of law is dismantled, but also that our work has never 
been more relevant. 

As we look ahead to next year, our task is clear – we must deepen the cracks we’ve made in 
the architecture of impunity; build on the progress we’ve made, grounding our work in strong 
partnerships and collaboration. And continue to stand with those on the frontlines who are 
demanding justice.

Dr Gearóid Ó Cuinn
Founding Director, GLAN

FOREWORD FROM
THE DIRECTOR
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Defending land rights and the environment in the Caribbean

In 2025, GLAN continued to support frontline communities in the Caribbean who are challenging 
harmful developments and environmental destruction. In Barbuda, we are working alongside local 
fisherman and Frigate Bird Sanctuary guide George Jeffery, who is fighting to protect endangered 
species from ‘luxury’ developments which are harming an area of protected habitat for Barbuda’s 
wildlife.

In a truly David vs Goliath legal battle, GLAN is also 
supporting a local Barbudan who is taking legal 
action against billionaire developers behind the 
ultra-luxury “Rosewood” resort. The developers 
have illegally bulldozed their small business 
without consent to pave the way for construction. 
This case is ongoing and raises serious questions 
about the violation of planning laws and the attack 
on locals’ traditional land ownership rights which 
have been in place since the abolition of slavery 
on the island.

GLAN is continuing to work alongside Barbudan 
land defenders, John Mussington and Jackie 
Frank, as they prepare for a full hearing of their 
case opposing the unlawfully built airport serving 
private jets, in November 2025. 

Their courageous stand against the central government has already had ripple effects: thanks 
to their determination to take their fight to the Privy Council in London and overturn a decision 
which barred them from opposing the airport, a legal pathway for other land and environmental 
defenders has now been reopened across the region.

In Grenada, we are supporting Grenada Land Actors, a grassroots group resisting a mega-resort 
development that threatens protected wetlands and community rights. In Belize, GLAN continues 
to support the United Black Association for Development Educational Foundation (UEF), which 
successfully halted the overdevelopment of the local port on environmental grounds. UEF is 
now working to safeguard the rights of local people across the region, particularly in the face 
of exploitative tourism and infrastructure projects. This work is part of GLAN’s growing regional 
strategy to support communities confronting land grabs and ecological harm, and to ensure 
that legal systems are used to uphold, not undermine community rights and environmental 
justice.

Environment & 
climate change

Pictured (L-R): Barbudans Jackie Frank, George 
Jeffery and John Mussington are fighting to 
protect their island from over-development

GLAN IMPACT REPORT 2024-20254



5

Urgent action to halt land grabs in Barbuda   

In April 2024, GLAN responded to a major threat to the land 
rights of the Barbudan people. We submitted an urgent request 
to the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights seeking 
precautionary measures to halt the government’s sudden move 
to adjudicate land ownership across the island. This process, 
initiated without community consultation, places much of 
Barbuda’s communally owned land at risk of being reclassified 
as state property and sold to foreign developers. 

With just three weeks’ notice, the government informed the 
Barbuda Council of its plans, leaving residents little time to 
respond. The swift intervention brought critical global attention 
to the government’s actions and amplified the community’s 
demand for respect of their collective land rights and cultural 
heritage. The Barbuda Council is now taking legal action to stop 
the land adjudication process by the government; the case is 
ongoing.

A win for all generations - Youth for Climate Justice

In April 2024, GLAN supported six Portuguese young people 
bringing the largest climate case in history against 32 
European countries for failing to effectively act on climate 
change. The ground-breaking case Duarte Agostinho and 
Others v. 32 Member States took governments to the European 
Court of Human Rights (ECtHR) over their inadequate 2030 
emissions goals. The ECtHR linked our case arguments with 
the KlimaSeniorinnen, ‘Swiss Elder Women’ and while the court 
ultimately held our case inadmissible on procedural grounds, 
it simultaneously delivered a historic ruling in the Swiss Elders’ 
case, where it found that government inaction on climate 
change amounts to a violation of human rights and delivered 
a legally binding ruling that Switzerland must adhere to a 1.5°C 
climate rise target. The two cases were deeply interconnected, 
and the case of the Portuguese youth supported this legal 
breakthrough. This is a win for all generations.

Through Duarte Agostinho, GLAN exposed in forensic detail the inadequacy of 32 national 
climate policies and forced governments to appear in court and defend their actions. Future 
cases will be able to rely on both the extensive evidence GLAN presented, and the arguments 
made by governments in our case.

The Duarte Agostinho case has shifted what was thought legally possible and created a new 
model that will have an enduring legacy. GLAN’s role in this litigation helped amplify global 
efforts by communities and individuals to demand accountability for climate inaction onto the 
global agenda. The powerful act of solidarity between generations was felt across Europe and 
beyond as the Portuguese youth-Applicants and the KlimaSeniorinnen stood together, united in 
a common demand for urgent climate action. The fight of the youth-Applicants continues.

Pictured: Cláudia of 
Youth4ClimateJustice and Anne Mahrer, 
of the KlimaSeniorinnen celebrate 
together as they leave court 

Former UN Special 
Rapporteur on the 
human right to a healthy 
environment, Dr. David R. 
Boyd, said of GLAN,  
“I’m tremendously 
impressed by GLAN’s 
advocacy efforts. You are 
a wonderful example of 
the global leadership that 
combines human rights and 
the environment. Thank you 
for everything you do, and 
I hope that 2025 is a better 
year for the human and 
non-human residents of 
Barbuda.”
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Challenging inadequate EU2030 emissions targets 

GLAN and CAN-Europe began this case by submitting a Request for Internal Review in August 
2023, challenging the European Commission’s Annual Emissions Allocations (AEAs) for Member 
States under the Effort-Sharing Regulation. These AEAs cover emissions from sectors like 
transport, buildings, agriculture, and waste. The Commission rejected the request in December 
2023, prompting GLAN and CAN-Europe to file a case in February 2024. The legal argument 
centres on the claim that the EU’s 2030 targets were not based on the best available climate 
science and therefore violate obligations to adopt science-based emissions limits. The 
Commission has attempted to dismiss the case on technical grounds, without addressing the 
substance of the challenge. GLAN’s legal team cites the European Court of Human Rights’ April 
2024 ruling, which affirmed that states must adopt emissions targets consistent with limiting 
warming to 1.5°C.  

“The European Court of Human Rights made clear in April that States are obliged to adopt 
science-based emissions targets consistent with limiting global warming to 1.5°C. We have 
outlined how the EU’s 2030 targets were not derived from best available climate science, a point 
which the Commission has not even contested in its defence of our case. Instead, it has tried to 
have the case struck out on mere technicalities”
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Migration and 
border violence 

Challenging pushbacks in the Aegean

In June 2024, the European Court of Human Rights heard G.R.J. v. Greece, a case brought by 
GLAN on behalf of a 15-year-old Afghan refugee. The case challenged a violent and unlawful 
“pushback” operation by the Hellenic Coast Guard, in which GLAN’s client and another 
unaccompanied minor were abandoned in an unnavigable raft in the middle of the Aegean Sea 
after being apprehended by Greek authorities.

Although the Court ultimately found, in January 2025, that our client did not meet the victim 
status threshold, the judgment marked a significant milestone in European litigation on border 
violence. The Court explicitly recognised that, at the time of the incident, there was strong 
evidence of a systematic practice of pushbacks by Greek authorities from both the land and sea 
borders, including the islands.

The Court cited numerous official reports and corroborated testimonies, many of which 
were included in our submissions, demonstrating a consistent and unlawful pattern of 
returning asylum seekers to Turkey without access to asylum procedures or safeguards. This 
acknowledgment adds weight to ongoing legal and advocacy efforts across Europe challenging 
collective expulsions and pushbacks. GLAN’s litigation contributed to building the legal record 
and evidentiary framework supporting broader accountability and reinforced the urgent 
need for documentation, legal support, and system-wide reform in how European states treat 
migrants and refugees at their borders.
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Accountability for 
atrocity crimes

Challenging UK arms exports to Israel

In 2023, GLAN, and Palestinian human rights organisation Al-Haq, brought a landmark case 
before the UK High Court, challenging the government’s continued authorisation of arms exports 
to Israel amid an unfolding genocide in Gaza. 

Following our legal action and threat of an emergency injunction, the UK government was forced 
to suspend around 30 export licences for weapons and parts destined for use by the Israeli 
military in September 2024, a major restriction on the flow of British-made arms to Israel. This 
significant outcome came less than 24 hours before a key public court hearing, underscoring 
the power of legal intervention to drive urgent government action.

After this success, our case focused in on the UK’s role in supplying components for F-35 fighter 
jets via the global F-35 programme’s ‘spare parts pool’; this programme indirectly supplies 
British made parts to Israel, despite overwhelming evidence of serious violations of international 
humanitarian law (IHL), and despite the UK suspending all direct exports of F-35 parts to Israel.
When questioned in parliament, the government insisted that courts must be allowed to rule on 
the legality of arms exports, but in court, it argued that it was parliament that holds the power to 
decide. As ministers have sought to avoid scrutiny, this case has been one of the only avenues 
by which parliamentarians, the public and civil society has been able to access any information 
on UK decision making on arms exports to Israel.
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So far, this case has not only restricted UK weapons transfers but has also forced transparency 
on the UK’s role in Israel’s genocide against Palestinians. Our efforts revealed fundamental 
flaws in government decision-making, including that action was delayed after its own July 2024 
assessment concluded there was a clear risk that UK weapons could be used in international 
humanitarian law violations - during which time at least 1,716 Palestinians had been killed by 
Israel in Gaza, and the government admitting in court documents that “Israel is not committed 
to complying with international humanitarian law.” The case also uncovered evidence that a 
decision to continue exports was approved by the Conservative Government just days after 
Israeli drones killed humanitarian workers from World Central Kitchen, raising serious questions 
about the UK’s commitment to its legal obligations.

GLAN and Al-Haq compiled and submitted 
extensive witness testimony and documentation of 
atrocities in Gaza including the torture of civilians 
and first responders, the targeting of journalists 
and aid workers, and attacks on hospitals. These 
submissions are now central to our push for 
a full legal reckoning on the F-35 programme 
exemption, which we argue breaches Britian’s 
international and domestic legal obligations.

Alongside litigation, GLAN’s legal expertise has been utilised to provide expert legal briefings, 
which are being used by campaigners and MPs to press for urgent action. The briefings have 
outlined the UK’s binding obligations under international law, including the duty to prevent 
genocide and ensure that trade relations do not support Israel’s illegal occupation or ongoing 
assault on Gaza. Our contribution helped shift the conversation from general condemnation to 
specific, actionable steps grounded in law, international accountability frameworks, and human 
rights agreements.

GLAN has been working tirelessly for justice for Palestinians, collaborating with over 230 other 
global organisations demanding the end to the use of F-35 jets by Israel to violate IHL. GLAN, Al-
Haq, and our partner organisations around the world are continuing our work and demanding a 
full end to UK complicity in Israel’s atrocity crimes. As we continue to explore new legal avenues 
and push for full accountability, GLAN remains committed to ensuring that international law is 
respected. 

This case exemplifies our commitment to using 
strategic litigation to challenge state complicity 
in grave human rights violations. As the situation 
in Gaza continues to deteriorate, GLAN remains 
resolute in our efforts to uphold the rule of law 
and stand in solidarity with Palestinians seeking 
accountability. When governments fail, civil 
society must lead.
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Pioneering the use of open-source evidence in war crimes prosecution 

Since 2018, GLAN has been developing a rigorous methodology 
to make online open-source information admissible in court, 
with applications in Yemen, Palestine, Ukraine, and beyond. This 
work ensures that digital evidence generated and shared in 
real-time by those experiencing violence can be translated into 
credible, courtroom-ready evidence that supports justice and 
prevents impunity. 

In 2024, we expanded this work significantly. In Ukraine, GLAN lawyers provided workshops and 
training for judges, lawyers, and prosecutors on how to apply open-source evidence in legal 
proceedings. Feedback from participants confirmed that our methodology could transform how 
war crimes cases are built and prosecuted. In Gaza, we applied this methodology to collect, 
preserve and verify extensive digital evidence of atrocity crimes as part of our ongoing legal 
challenge with Al-Haq against the UK’s continued export of weapons to Israel. This evidence 
spanning attacks on aid workers, medical personnel, and civilian infrastructure has become 
central to exposing the UK’s serious legal risks.

Behind the scenes, we are developing new litigation strategies using this form of evidence to target 
atrocity crimes globally at the forefront of innovative legal accountability efforts in the digital age.

Criminal complaint filed over Pegasus spyware attacks in the UK 

In September 2024, GLAN filed a criminal complaint with the Metropolitan Police on behalf of four 
UK-based victims of the Pegasus spyware. The victims, primarily journalists and human rights 
activists, were targeted between 2018 and 2020 by hostile cyber operations believed to have been 
carried out by the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia, the United Arab Emirates, and the Kingdom of Bahrain.

The complaint identifies five accused individuals alleged to have breached the Computer 
Misuse Act 1990 by enabling these unlawful hacks. Each played a role in authorising the sale of 
Pegasus spyware, developed by the Israeli cyber intelligence company NSO Group, to states 
notorious for persecuting human rights defenders. Pegasus has become a symbol of digital 
repression worldwide, having been implicated in grave human rights abuses, including the 
murder of journalist Jamal Khashoggi. Its use in the UK is deeply concerning. It has penetrated 
UK government networks, including the Prime Minister’s Office and the Foreign, Commonwealth 
and Development Office, and even targeted Member of the House of Lords Fiona Shackleton 
while representing Princess Haya of Dubai. Despite these attacks, the UK government has yet to 
take legal action against those responsible.

By launching this case, GLAN is demanding accountability for serious breaches of personal 
and public security. As victim Anas Altikriti stated, “should this go unprosecuted, we can bid 
farewell to public and personal freedoms, civil liberties and to human rights, especially but not 
exclusively, in countries that are ruled by autocratic and authoritarian regimes.”

This legal action is part of GLAN’s broader work to hold powerful actors accountable for enabling 
repression.
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Abuses in value chains

CASE SPOTLIGHT: Halting criminal profits from Uyghur forced labor 

In June 2024, GLAN, working on behalf of the World Uyghur Congress, have secured a 
landmark win on appeal over the failure to halt imports of cotton produced through 
forced labour of the Uyghur people into the UK. Our case challenged the failure of the 
UK’s National Crime Agency (NCA) to investigate companies suspected of importing 
and trading in forced labour cotton. The Court of Appeal ruled that the NCA’s refusal to 
investigate Uyghur forced labour cotton imported from China was unlawful, establishing 
an important precedent confirming that goods produced through forced labour can be 
considered proceeds of crime under anti-money laundering laws.

The court determined that while a purchaser is protected when they pay ‘adequate 
consideration’ (or ‘market value’) for criminal property, as soon as they transfer that 
property they are exposed to criminal liability. This means criminal property, such as 
cotton imports from the Xinjian region, can be bought but not passed on or sold. The Court 
of Appeal further determined that the NCA had made an error of law in when they stated 
that a specific consignment of forced labour cotton needed to be identified in order to 
commence an investigation.

The Court of Appeals case is the first case 
in the world involving Uyghur forced labour 
to successfully disrupt supply chains which 
are complicit in the ongoing genocide of 
Uyghur and other Turkic peoples in East 
Turkestan / Xinjiang, China. 

Directly following this groundbreaking win, GLAN has petitioned the UK National Crime 
Agency, again demanding that they review evidence of the importation of goods derived 
from forced labour in Xinjiang. GLAN and WUC expect that this Court of Appeal decision will 
lead to full investigation into imports from the Uyghur region, and a commitment from the 
NCA to stopping tainted goods entering UK markets.  

A vast proportion of cotton circulating in retail supply chains is made through forced 
labour. The Chinese detention programme is the largest since World War II and aims to 
eradicate the culture of the Uyghurs, a minority group in China. 

This landmark win has significant consequences for high street retail giants trading and 
importing forced labour goods, confirming they are now exposed to legal risk.
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Going after dirty money: Introducing the Transnational Legal Coalition 

Launched in late 2024, the Transnational Legal Coalition brings together lawyers, investigators, 
advocacy and community organisations to pursue legal accountability for the financial 
systems that enable environmental destruction and human rights abuses. Led jointly by GLAN, 
the European Centre for Constitutional and Human Rights (ECCHR), and the Transnational Law 
Institute at King’s College London (KCL)- with core partners in 2024 including the Bureau of 
Investigative Journalism (TBIJ), Mighty Earth, and the Initiative for Transnational Justice (IJT), 
the TLC develops coordinated cross-border litigation targeting global value chains that link 
environmental crimes, such as deforestation in the Amazon, to profits in the Global North.

 

Over the past year, the TLC has evolved from concept to reality: establishing governance 
structures, recruiting a full-time international coordinator, and hosting a public launch in London 
in November 2024 that brought together funders and key partners. Work has focused on the 
Brazilian Amazon, where the TLC is developing its first cases on beef supply chains, conducting 
scoping research on gold and bauxite extraction, and preparing a complaint against the 
Aluminium Stewardship Initiative for certifying harmful mining activities. Alongside case-
building, the TLC has strengthened engagement with Indigenous and riverine communities 
affected by deforestation and mining, ensuring that their experiences help shape future legal 
strategies.
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Justice for communities impacted by the Cerrejón mine 

In Colombia’s La Guajira region, communities are facing forced displacement, health concerns, 
water scarcity, and environmental devastation as a result of the Cerrejón coal mine, one of 
the largest open-pit coal mines in the world. For over two decades the mine was co-owned by 
Anglo American, BHP, and Glencore, and its coal has been purchased in massive quantities by 
energy providers around the world, including Ireland’s Electricity Supply Board (ESB).

In summer 2024, a first-of-its-kind mediation was agreed by GLAN on behalf of a coalition of 
groups and people affected by the mine in Colombia, predominantly indigenous and Afro-
Colombian communities local to the mine; this would have been the first time that local 
representatives would have engaged directly with coal purchasers, the Irish Electricity Supply 
Board (ESB). However, the mediation did not take place due to delays from ESB, and the Irish 
National Contact Point’s refusal to appoint a replacement mediator after the designated 
mediator’s resignation, disregarding its obligations and placing a further barrier for due process 
to take place. People affected by the mine have been denied access to any semblance of 
accountability. Instead, the NCP decided to close the procedure and to move to issue a final 
statement.

ESB had initially agreed and publicly committed to enter mediation, but despite the willingness 
of the Colombian coalition and GLAN to engage in mediation as agreed, we are extremely 
disappointed that locals were denied the opportunity to engage with ESB in a formal process.

The OECD complaints process remains one of the few international tools available to directly 
confront corporate actors about their responsibility in ongoing environmental and human rights 
violations. Through our legal complaints and direct engagement, GLAN is working to challenge 
the entire international network that enables the Cerrejón mine to operate, shifting the burden of 
accountability to both producers and purchasers. 
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• Online with Environmental Law and 
Justice Research Group at University 
College Dublin on (Is)land grabbing, 
community standing and access to 
justice focusing on the case of Barbuda.

• GLAN lawyer Dearbhla Minogue 
speaks at Queens University Belfast 
event on Business and Human Rights 
outlining our work on tackling Uyghur 
forced labour goods in supply chains.

• GLAN submits written evidence to the Modern 
Slavery Act 2015 Parliamentary Committee, on 
forced labour with Stop Uyghur Genocide

• GLAN and five NGO partners write to new 
Government to demand an end to UK complicity in 
Israel’s atrocity crimes, including all arms transfers.

• GLAN and CAN Europe file case over the EU’s inadequate 2030 climate targets
• GLAN and Al-Haq send notice of intended emergency injunction to the government 

to immediately halt UK weapons exports to Israel.
• The Bar Council's Money Laundering & Sanctions Working Group publishes new 

sanctions guidance, and a new practice note on the Court of Appeal judgment in R 
(World Uyghur Congress) v National Crime Agency, the in which GLAN lawyers 
represented World Uyghur Congress.

• GLAN filed the first-ever legal challenge in Europe targeting methane emissions through 
a human rights lens. The case, brought before the Court of Justice of the European 
Union, challenged the EU’s failure to place limits on methane emissions linked to fossil 
fuel imports.

• Third party intervention by GLAN in C.O.C.G and Others v Lithuania led by Niamh 
Keady-Tabbal addresses evidentiary considerations in cases concerning alleged summary 
expulsions or summary forced returns focusing on the evidentiary challenges faced by 
individuals subjected to such practices.

• Coalition Against Forced Labour in Trade convening 
in Mexico attended by a GLAN representative to 
share knowledge and expertise on tackling forced 
labour in supply chains.

• GLAN lawyers brief UK parliamentarians on the 
case and the UK’s legal obligations to end arms 
exports and prevent genocide.

• Members of GLAN’s team give 
evidence to the Business and Trade 
Committee on arms exports to Israel 

• GLAN joins 230+ global organisations in writing to all 
F-35 producing nations to end the supply to Israel.

• GLAN and Al-Haq’s challenge to end UK arms 
exports to Israel is listed in the ‘The Lawyer’s 
Top 20 cases of 2025.

• GLAN lawyers speak at a Community 
Law and Mediation webinar sharing 
expertise on Ireland’s carbon budgets.

• Pegasus spyware criminal complaint filed over 
the hacking of four activists and journalists 
between 2018 and 2020 in the UK.

• GLAN lawyers provide briefings to MPs in the 
House of Commons on the UK’s legal obligations 
to end arms exports to Israel, ahead of April case 
hearing.

• Youth-Applicants receive a prestigious 
‘Accelerating Just Transition’ award in Madrid from 
the Ecology and Development Foundation 
(ECODES) for their commitment to climate justice.

• GLAN submitted an expert opinion using open-source 
information in an EU ‘driftback’ migration challenge, where 
lack of supportive evidence is a real issue for migrant people.

• SIDS conference in Antigua and Barbuda: Barbudans 
mobilised around this global gathering of country leaders to 
protect their island from harmful developments and is 
featured on regional news.

May
2024

Aug
2024

July
2024

April
2024

June
2024

Oct
2024

Dec
2024

Feb
2025

Jan
2025

Nov
2024

Mar
2025

Sept
2024

2024-2025 HEADLINES
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OUR GLOBAL IMPACT

THANK YOU TO
OUR SUPPORTERS
We are so grateful to everyone who stood with us 
this year in our mission to hold powerful actors 
accountable for human rights violations and 
environmental harms. Your support enables us 
to pursue bold, cross-border legal action that 
challenges impunity and drives real change. 

A huge thank you to our longstanding partners, 
contributors to our CrowdJustice campaigns, 
regular monthly donors, and generous anonymous 
supporters. Your belief in our work and commitment 
to justice make everything we do possible. 
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